VICEROYS OF INDIA
Onslow, daughter of William, 4th Earl of Onslow, and in
the following year he became M*P. for Ripon, He was
soon recognised as a promising and popular member of
Parliament, for he had both character and courage,
qualities which always appeal to the House of Commons.
Like his grandfather, he already had the makings of a
statesman; and like his father, ho was a loyal and con-
vinced Anglican; he was also a keen and prar.tisoxi rider
in the hunting field and was Master of the Middlrton Fox-
hounds* In the First World War lie served in France as a
major in the Yorkshire Dragoons, his local Yeomanry
regiment, being mentioned for his vServicos in despatches.
In 1917 he was made Assistant Secretary at thn Ministry
of National Service, and four years later he was trans-
ferred as Under-Secretary to the. Colonial Office* Here, he
did well, for he was serious, ready and courteous. Tn 1922
he was appointed President of the. Board of Education and
a Privy Councillor, entering the Cabinet at the age of
forty; and in the following year he became Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries* He wan also a personal friend
of Arthur Balfour, Stanley Baldwin and Neville Chamber-
lain, who all had a high opinion of his merits, and he was
regarded by many of the younger Conservative M.P,s as
the future leader of their party.
At the end of 1925 Edward Wood was selected as
Viceroy of India to succeed Lord Reading, and he was then
raised to the peerage as Lord Irwin, He went out in April
1926; and his time in India coincided almost entirely with
the active rise of Congress and the widcBprrad and in-
creasing agitation for Swaraj, The recent World War had
encouraged this movement towards independence by
shewing that the West was not invincible* Irwin's natural
sympathies were not opposed to this desire; and his
moderating influence was able to some extent to control
and direct it. Its protagonist was the Mahatma GandM,
an ascetic, enlightened and exalted Hindu politician who
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